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Before the  
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, DC 20554 
 

 
 
In the Matter of 
 
Numbering Resource Optimization 
 
 

) 
) 
) 
) 
 

 
 
CC Docket No. 99-200 
 
 

 

REPLY COMMENTS 

The National Exchange Carrier Association, Inc. (NECA) submits this reply in 

response to comments submitted in response to the Commission's October 17, 2001 

Public Notice in the above captioned proceeding, 1 seeking comment on the national 

thousands-block number pooling rollout schedule. 

NECA supports commenters that urge the Commission to establish a national cost 

recovery mechanism.  The United States Telecom Association (USTA) maintains that it 

is imperative that an appropriate cost recovery mechanism be in place by the time that the 

thousands-block number pooling rollout is scheduled to commence in March 2002.2  In 

addition USTA points out any such mechanism should allow recovery of costs by both 

pooling and non-pooling carriers, since non-pooling carriers will incur costs once 

thousands-block number pooling is implemented in LNP-capable area, just as they do for 

LNP.3   

                                                 
1 Public Notice, DA 01-2419, released October 17, 2001 (Notice) 
 
2 See USTA at 5. 
 
3 Id. 
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Cincinnati Bell Telephone Company (CBT) and BellSouth also cite concern that 

the Commission has not yet established a national cost recovery mechanism and urge the 

Commission to act without delay. 4  However, BellSouth's suggestion that the 

Commission either extend the duration of the existing number portability tariff or 

increase the current number portability surcharge 5 only addresses cost recovery for 

ILECs that have implemented number pooling.  BellSouth's suggestion fa ils to address 

cost recovery for non-number pooling capable companies incurred as a result of 

supporting number pooling in adjacent areas.  As USTA points out, these costs are 

legitimate and a sufficient cost recovery mechanism should be implemented for these 

carriers as well.6 

NECA continues to urge the Commission to follow through on its original 

recommendation in its Numbering Resource Optimization NPRM7 to allow carrier-

specific costs directly related to number pooling to be recovered through existing cost 

recovery mechanisms.  This would allow rate-of-return (ROR) carriers to assign these 

costs to the interstate jurisdiction and recover them through interstate access charges.8  

                                                 
4 See CBT at 5, BellSouth at 13. 
 
5 See BellSouth at 14. 
 
6 See USTA at 6. 
 
7 Numbering Resource Optimization Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 14 FCC Rcd 10322 
(1999)  
 
8 See Comments of NECA on the NPRM, filed July 30, 1999 at 2; Reply Comments of 
NECA on the NPRM filed August 30, 1999 at 2; Joint Comments of NECA and the 
National Telephone Cooperative Association (NTCA) on the Further Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking (FNPRM) filed May 19, 2000 at 2; Joint Reply Comments of NECA and 
NTCA on the FNPRM, filed June 9, 2000 at 3; Comments of NECA on the Second 
FNPRM filed February 14, 2001 at 4. 
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NECA also supports a similar cost recovery mechanism for LNP costs incurred by non-

LNP capable carriers.9  The Commission should adopt a policy that would ensure that all 

carriers can recover costs related to thousands-block number pooling and LNP.   

 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
       NATIONAL EXCHANGE  
       CARRIER ASSOCIATION,  Inc.  
 
         
      By: _/s/_______________________ 
Martha West      Richard A. Askoff  
Senior Regulatory Manager    Its Attorney 
        
November 16, 2001 
       80 South Jefferson Road 
       Whippany, NJ  07981 
       (973) 884-8000 

                                                                                                                                                 
 
9 On March 19, 1999, NECA filed a Joint Petition for Expedited Waiver in CC docket 
No. 95-116 with NTCA, USTA, the National Rural Telecom Association (NRTA), and 
the Organization for the Promotion and Advancement of Small telecommunications 
Companies (OPASTCO), seeking relief for non-LNP capable carriers to be allowed to 
recover their LNP costs.  The petition is still pending.  
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